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The Floods are riſen, O Lord, the Floods have lift up 
their Voice: The Floods lift up their Waves. © 


Na time of general calamity, when the angry 
clement hath diſplayed the marks of divine dis- 
pleaſure againſt us, it is the immediate duty 
of every faithful chriſtian to enquire into the cauſes 
thereof, and if poſlible to remove them.—The dege- 

neracy of the preſent age, hath exhibited a ſtriking 

proof of the juſt ſenſe of the cauſes of many grow- 
ng evils which are highly provoking to Almighty 

Cod; and have an immediate tendency to bring 

down his diſpleaſure upon a guilty age. —Profane 

curſing and ſwearing, adultery, drunkenneſs, and 

f A Sab- 


n | 
Sabbath-breaking ; with the general view of the 
wickedneſs and corruption that abound, and are 
ſpreading far and wide, muſt give to every ſerious 
and faithful miniſter very. painful reflections, At 
this time, when we have been ſo lately alarmed 
with very dreadful ſymptoms of the diſpleaſure 9 
heaven, by the floods riſing and lifting pp their 
waves, in thoſe rivers of our iſland, by which many 
lives have been loſt, and great damage done to al 
ranks of people; ſuch alarming inſtances of un. 
common deſolations loudly call for our ſerious con 
ſideration: for if we peruſe the hiſtory of Pro 
dence, recorded in holy writ, ſometimes in puniſh 
ing, ſometimes in deſtroying whole nations, cities, 
and families, and the many examples ſo lately heard 
of, we cannot but be ſenſibly affected with appre 
henſions for ourſelves—and have juſt reaſon to fear 
(now when we have ſeen or heard of the beginning 
of ſorrows—and the diſpleaſure of the Almighty 
manifcſted in the calamities they at this time are li- 
bouring under) a much more dreadful judgment, 

without a ſpeedy reformation. 


Ir is my duty, at this time, to call upon you t 
give due attention to this warning, which God U 


his mercy hath ſent to a ſinful people. 5 
| HC 


the £ 


tion, 
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Wo but the inhabitant of the heavens above—or 
the great director of the floods, can account for 
dus terrible ſeene of horror, havock, and devaſta- 
ton, which they by their tumultuous raging hath 
violently hurried down the rapid torrents? 


By this warning, the Lord ſeems to be riſen from 
off his royal throne to puniſh the inhabitants of this 
part of the world for their iniquities, MA 


Tao? factious and hardened ſinners, by their tu- 
multuous proceedings, make a great noiſe—rage 
x terribly, and threaten as much miſchief as the 
waves of an over-flowing river—yet, the great 
God, who is the conductor! and diſpoſer of all at- 
fürs, is far more powerful than they, and can at 
his pleaſure allay their mad fury, and will at laſt 
bring to effect his glorious purpoſe z for their wit 
ful blindneſs will be inexcuſable, if they do not ap- 
ply to themſelves this ſtrong ſummons from God, 
in order to bring them to a ſpeedy repentance, —— 
let the floods that have ſo lately riſen, and lifted up 
their voice and waves, cauſe us all to. take warning, 
{o far as to ſee our own danger—For we have juſt 
reaſon to weep and lament for thoſe crying fins 
tat are daily and hourly committed amongſt us, 

| till 


| 

1 
till it would pleaſe divine Providence to remove 
theſe plagues and ſcourges from off the face of the 
earth which are not ſent for talk and ſpeculation, 
but for a warning to every wilful ſinner, that 
while he is ſpeaking peace to himſelf, he may not 
(by ſome ſudden accident or calamity) be hurried a. 
way unprepared to judgment. | 


Ir we conſider God's over-ruling providence in 
_ theſe things, that *tis he that hath done it, who 
fits at the helm and guides all the ſprings and mo- 
tions of ſecond cauſes, either directing ar permit- 
ting them to produce all thoſe calamitous event 
which have ſo lately happened—which all the plots 
and contrivances of men were not able to hinder, 
Or, if we recollect from hiſtary, what ſtate and 
condition thoſe perſons were in, in reſpect to reli 
gion and morality, who have been examples of 
God's juſtice—and then compare our own cafe 
with the circumſtances of thoſe, by whoſe exam 
ple we ought to take warning, we ſhall ſoon per: 
ceive whether or no there be juſt reaſon for our 
apprehenſions.—If thoſe, who by the floods have 
been deprived of their precious lives—ſwallowed 
and entombed in the bowels of the relentleſs waves, 
were ſinners and our own conſciences tell us that 
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CE. 
dave ſinned after their example Nhat conſolation 
5 there to be had againſt the juſt expectation of 
{me of thoſe unruly elements, directed by, his 
power, to cut us off, and fend us out of the land 
of the living. 8 


SHOULD God be extreme to mark what is done 
amiſs, or enter into judgment as we deſerve, the 
whole race of mankind would be involved in ruin 
and deſtruction——The profanation of the Sabbath 
would require a much greater deluge, than this 
we have ſo lately had, to ſweep tranſgreſſors from 
off the face of the earth The whole world would 
antedate its deſtruction, and be burnt up ſpeedily, 
and its overthrow would be like that of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, which the Lord overthrew in the heat 
of his great anger and in his wrath, 


Gop has declared that he will no more ex- 
ecute ſuch ſudden vengeance upon ſinful mortals— 
tho' the imagination of their hearts be evil con- 


tinually neither will he any more ſmite every 
living thing as he hath done, but hath left man to 
his own choice, to try how far the calmer me- 
thods of his mercy and forbearance will work upon 
him To let the wheat and tares grow together, 

and 
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and not make any remarkable difference till the har. 
velt—till mankind hath out- ſinned his mercy, and 
are gipe for judgment—Then, then my brethren, 
ke will make a full demonſtration of his juſtice, and 
repay all thoſe that do not obſerve his laws. Then 
will he arm himſelf with power to ſtop the out- 
rageous wickedneſs of thoſe that contemn his 
anthority, by being grown obdurate againſt his 
mercy—He will always vindicate his ſovereignty by 
puniſhing in ſuch a manner, that they may per- 
ceive *tis the hand of God that corrects them. 


Ir this part of the world had little knowledge or 
light of the goſpel, we might have ſome hopes that 
God would wink at thoſe times of our ignorance 
but many who have the light offered, chuſe 


darkneſs, by ſuffering themselves to be deluded by 


falſe prophets ho, to promote the ſcheme of con- 
fuſion and irregularity, have found it neceſſary to 
uſher in the notions of inſpiration, to perſuade a 
giddy multitude that learning is no ways requiſite 
to the duties of the miniſtry that the apoſtles, 
tho? mean and illiterate, were the choſen of Chriſt ; 
and they feel in themſelves a ſpirit, by which they 
are led to preach—whoſe pretenſions to ſanctity 
and religion are carried to as high a pitch as poſſible, 
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by teaching their hearers to contemn the church 
the doctrine of her miniſters and to ſeparate from 
her communion— This is too evident from the ter- 
rible havock thoſe ravenous wolves have made A- 
mong the ſheep-folds in almoſt every town, village, 
and corner of this our neighbourhood and country, 


by ſeeing ſo many poor, harmleſs ſheep, who have 


been ſtolen out of the fold, run bleating up and 
down ſeeking their true ſhepherd ;—and the bulk 
of thoſe who retain the theory of chriſtianity, who 
hold, what they call, the orthodox faith, are ne- 
vertheleſs utter ſtrangers to the life, power, and 
practice of godlineſs.—Nay, their lives are a ſtaring 
contradiction to their profeſſion and what is much 
to be lamented, is an evident token of the Lord's 
anger gone out againſt this generation; as 
contentions, diviſions, and animoſities adout reh- 
gion, were never at a greater height than now.— 
Neighbours heartily hate one another, in purſuit of 
religion, which breathes nothing but brotherly loye, 
kindneſs, and charity; and are ready ſolemnly to 
deliver one another over to the devil for Chriſt's 
ſake, who came to deliver all mankind from fin 


and Satan. 


( to ) 


Oz bleſſed Saviour had a church while he was 
upon earth, of his own gathering perfectly pure 
in her doctrines and rules of practice; a church, of 
Which he himſelf was the then viſible and truly j in 
fallible head :—and if ſalvation could have been had 
any where only by being members of any—even 
the pureſt—the ' molt infallible church on earth; 
ſurely, my beloved in the Lord, it muſt have been 
in that where Chriſt himſelf viſibly preſided Let 
me perſuade you to imitate the meek and lowly 
IEsus—by leaving this field of - contention and 
ſtrife, and come lovingly to this houſe of God 
every Sabbath-day, where he hath promiſed to be 
ever with us ;—where peace, love, and joy ſhall 
ſhew their triumphant power over all other religions 
to the end of the world. 


IT is neither a primitive faith—nor being mem- 
bers of the moſt pure catholic reformed church in 
the world, without lives and conſciences void of 


| offence both towards God and man, can fave our 
ſouls from hell. 


BE no longer, then, led away by any corrupt 
doctrine, from the true way of life, to follow the 


wild- 
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wild-fare of Enthuſiaſm, or the blind fancies of out- 
ward ſanctity, or vain brags of ſpiritual accom- 
pliſhments. 


Fo if we trace the wickedneſs of the world, to 
the fountain of it, I apprehend it will proceed from 
1 diſbelief of the goſpel ; in which we have the plan 
aid down by infinite Wiſdom—for reſtoring fallen 
man to the favour of God, and working him up 
into an aſſimulation to him, which is the higheſt 
honour and happineſs that human nature is capable 
of, 


Now; when this plan is rejected both in theory 
and prachce—or when the theory of it is retained, 
but practical application thereof entirely neglected, 
what can be expected in the natural courſe of 
things, but that mankind muſt degenerate more 
and more and multiply their provocations, until 
incenſed juſtice ariſe and avenge upon them the 
quarrels of his abuſed patience. 


MW may now plainly {ee the conſequence of thoſe, 


who have taken true pains to unſettle all principles ar. 


religion —infidelity and immorality are too nearly 
lied to be long ſeparated, and tho? ſome have pre 


tended to preſerve a ſenſe of virtue without the aid 
B | of 


% 


C28 3 
of religion—yet experience ſhews that thoſe perſons 
who have neither hope nor fear of another world 
will ſoon abuſe this—by indulging the worſt of their 


paſſions—and will not regard man, when once they 
have learned to difregard God. 


WHETHER this be the caſe—every man may 
indeed hear and ſee, if he lives among us—blaſphemy 
and horrid imprecations domineer in our ſtreets and 
public-houſes—where the black mouthed blaſphemer 
is crying aloud for damnation on himſelf and others, 
whole lewdnets, debauchery, and drunkenneſs are be- 
come faſhionable—and what our fore-fathers ac- 
counted both ſhameful and hurtful, is now become 
the way toreputation—the road to praiſe and eſteem: 
—the adulterer, liar, and Sabbath breaker can 
boaſt of his lewdneſs in any company—without think- 
ing of any reproach or injury to his character. The 
diſgrace which attends thoſe crimes is wiped away by 
common practice and ſo hardened are many cri. 
, minals, that they are not aſhamed, even when 
at the gallows. Where is the wonder that perſons 
thus abandoned ſhould be ready at all opportuni- 
ties to commit all forts of wickedneſs! 
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CERTAINLY the Almighty, who is a juſt and 
nghtcous ſovereign, when his commands are thus 
openly tranſgreſſed, hath a right to aſſert his autho- 
rity, by ſuch puniſhments as will make tranſgreſſors 
of all ranks feel—When men, by luxury, forget to 
worthip the maker of the univerſe, he ordinarily 


abates their pride in ſuch a manner as the world may 


know it. The pride of this preſent age is intoler- 


able —the ancient diſtinction of a noble or honourable 
family 1s loſt and forgotten. Men's minds ſwell with 
pride and ambition, as they find themſelves able to 
make a figure in the world, by which they ſpurn at 
God's authority, and think themſelves very great for 
daring to be very wicked. 


How far this ſpirit of ambition has gone—and 
to what exceſs may be ſcen in many families among 
u3—friendly viſits for converiation are now thought 
inſipid things—and are degenerted into meetings of 
feaſting, drinking, and gaming even on God's bleſ- 
ſed Sabbath. Such enemies are many to their own 
ſouls, that they make it a day of bodily profit and bu- 
ſineſs, of buying, ſelling, travelling, feaſting, drinking, 
and diverſion. The love of viſits and play does not ſeem 
to be an amuſement or diverſion hut the ſerious 
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3 
buſineſs of every Sabbath —and one would think a 


neceſſary one, by ſeeing how many children are con- 


ſtantly trained up with it. 


LE us lay all theſe things together, and then let 
us ſeriouſly conſider whether or no we have not juſt 
reaſon to fear—that God will in a ſhort time ſeverely 
viſit us tor the abominable wickedneſs which is daily 
committed upon the face of the earth. For we may 
be all very well aſſured, that a deluge of wickedneſs 
will in time bring on a deluge of God's wrath, if he 
keeps to the ordinary method of providence in go- 
verning the world. 


Ik the floods, by their riſing and lifting up their 
voice and waves, have told us that the time of taking 


vengeance for the forementioned iniquities is come 


even to our doors ;—lct us remember how graciouſly 
we have been dealt with, by having had this warning 
of our danger without much loſs—and that the good- 
nels of God hath ſent the voice of the floods to give 


us a ſpcedy call to repentance. 


I T is purely for the ſake of this reflection that ! 
now addreſs myſelf to you in this manner for it's a 
proſpect void of all comfort to me to ſee any of you 


running headlong to your own; danger. 
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buls committed to my care, to ſpeak to you with 


golſpel, and endeavour to perſuade you to turn from 


your ſins, with hearty repentance, and a firm reſolu- 


rent of iniquity which threatens our ruin. 


SUFFER me, my brethren, to warn you all 
calmly and tell you ſincerely, that unleſs you re- 


pent you mult all periſh, For if the warning we ſo 


diſcharge the duty I owe to my great Lord and 
maſter—his church, and you, my flock—As fuch T 
cannot neglect to tell you, that we are not free from 
the common undiſtinguiſhed fate of all terreſtrial 
thinzs, by being at this time ſafely delivered from 
the late inundation, which has, by the violence of 
its waves, torn up many banks and trees, ruined 
many families, by waſhing down their houſes and 
carrying away their goods and furniture, and depriv- 
ing both young and old of their precious lives Which 
of us at the ſame time was aſſured that it might not 


lave been our lot Or who now among us can tell 


whe- 


Ir is my buſineſs, who have the charge-of your 


ch plainneſs as becomes a faithful miniſter of the 


ton to do what hes in your power to ſtem the tor- - 


ately have had, is a call on you to repentance 


—it is ſtronger on me to preach repentance—and to - 


would be if the common ſwearer and drunkard ſhould 


your belly your God, that the houſe of feſtivity and 


( ts ) 
whether or no the next ſummons may not befor ſome 


of us who are ſpending our precious time in lewd. 
neſs and debauchery? What a dreadful thing it 


provoke God to ſend down his element of fire, as he 
has that of water, and conſume them in a moment, 
while they are opening their blaſphemous mouths to- 
wards heaven —calumniating providence, and cyur- 


ſing the bleſſings they have already received! 


WHarT if thoſe who neglect their duty, by pol. 
luting God's Sabbaths, and ſuffering your ſons, 
daughters, and ſervants to follow their ſinful mirth 
and paſtime, cauſe the earth to open her wide de- 
vouring jaws to ſwallow them quick into hell. 


AND take care, my beloved, you, who mak 


joy be not on a ſudden converted into the abode of 


ory 
ſorrow and diſtreſs inconſolable. thr 
Go 's judgements will, by afflictions, defeat all . 
our yan imaginations, and ſhew us our own picture, WW or 
and make us ſmart at the ſight of it. 3M 
OxE might imagine thoſe ſolemn and awful re- N. 
preſentations which arc daily ſounding in our eats, 


would 


( 


for ſome cou!d diſſolve our fan guine attachment for this lite, 
in lewd- ::d ſuggeſt to us a proper concern for our own ſouls! 
hing it 


TAE frame and conflitution of nature reads us 
this awful inſtruction, that we are not freed from the 
2oment, unix erſal deſtiny our happy and unhappy days 
uths to MW cur chearful and melancholy moments, ſucceed each 
other, and ſhew us an infinite variety over that ſhort . 
ſpace of time Which intervenes betwixt the cradle ” 
and the grave. 


CN man, by ſtupid inconſideration, criminal paſ- 
lon, and the unbounded purſuit of temporal gran» 
deur and glory, make this vain, ill-· natured, and ma- 
icious world, the ſummit of his az«bition, the tomb 
of all his hopes, that is utterly minded to do him miſe 
chief, and is continually alarming and furprifing 
lim with diſaſters and freſh ſcenes of miſery ? the an- 
ory elements, with the malice of wicked men | 


tircatning—ſwelling—and raging againſt him 


WuHo can feriouſly think on theſe things, or hear 

of ſo many of our fellow chriſtians, fuddenly ent off 

and delivered to the cold chambers of the dark-and 

ul re · ¶ watery element, without a full ſenſe of God, and the 
ears, conſideration of our own latter end! 
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(18) 
On, fellow chriſtians, and heirs of death! can wi; 
be unmoved in a matter of ſuch infinite moment ? 


Is it nothing to us? Is the eternal welfare of our 
precious ſouls of little or no concern ? What will all 
the vain and filthy pleaſures of the fins of this world 
profit us, if by them we loſe our a {ouls—and by 

* children's like- 
wiſe? What will this world be, or what will it do 


our negligence and bad example, o 


for any of us when once a cold and common carcaſe, 
like that infant now lying before us. 


CoNnsIDER that—that moment the ſoul is ſepa- 
rated from her tenement of clay, ſhe is ſummoned 
to appear before God, to receive her juſt ſentence ac- 
cording to the wort; done in the body f condemned 
to death everlaſting, any one, dare make bold to ſay, 
if he had ten thouſand worlds, would then give them 
all, (when he hath found his miſtake) for a return to 
life, and the opportunity we now all have; but, it 
will then be in vain and impoſſible 


LE x us not delude ourſelves, and reſt eaſy in aſtate 


of miſerable uncertainty, when matters of ſuch inf 


nite con{equence demand our regard; the longer we 
put off the evil day, and the farther we thruſt it from 
our thoughts, the heavier will our condemnation be 
i we are found unpreparcd ! 
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Aras! what a melancholy condition ſhall we 
ind ourſelves in, if we have treaſured up no ſtock of 
comfort, againſt that fad and gloomy ſeaſon, but a 
guilty conſcience and a wounded ſpirit to ſupport us; 
which will be much more diſmal than the deſtruc- 
tion now made by the rivers ſide. 


— 


Wu o can bear a wounded ſpirit, when his com- 
forter is his tormenter, when that ſpirit which ſhould. 
ſuſtain the man is not able to ſuſtain itſelf? When 
nothing but a diſmal proſpect of death all around 
terrifies the body—and a lick ſoul by fin makes the 
burden intolerable, which no one is able to bear; 
and if in that extremity we lift up our eyes and 
hands towards heaven, for relief, with ſhrieks, cries, | 
and lamentions, it muſt be with ſhame and confuſion 
of face, and in a deep ſenſe of what an evil and bit- 
ter thing it is to forget God in proſperity, and ſeek 
him when adverſity is on every fide—and forces us to 
ay aloud for deliverance, when perhaps there is no 
one to deliver us, when we are on a ſudden ſeized 
a a time we think ourſelves the moſt ſecure. 


Can you hear all theſc things and ſtill be uncon- 
cerned for God's fake, and for the fake of your ta- 


milies and country let us act like faithful chriſtians, 
G for 
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for there is not a greater call for divine vengeance on 
a wicked nation than ſuffering our families to pollute 
God's holy Sabbaths, which ſtand as a bar betwixt 
us and mercy—our country and church call for our 
aſſiſtance; for if we all endeayour for the time to come, 
to bring our children up in the fear of God, this 
wicked generation may perhaps be ſpared in hopes of 
ſeeing the next better—and let us fit looſe to all 


earthly enjoyments, and make ourſelves ready for 
our removal into that eternal world, which receives 
all, but returns none. 


LE r us not ſet our hearts upon the riches of this 
world, which God by his floods, hath exchanged on 
a ſudden for meanneſs and poverty, to teach us, that 
humility is not only a very becoming ornament, but 
a piece of wiſe policy in man, who have ſo uncer- 
tain a tenure of what they poſſeſs— By great loſſes, 
God ſhews men plainly, that the beſt leſſon they can 
learn, is in whatever ſtate they are, therewith to be 
content. | 


AND when great part of what we poſſeſs is de- 
ſtroyed either by fire or water, this is a fair warning 
to make a better uſe of, and be more than thankful 
to God for that which is ſtill left. 

9 up- 


( 21 ) 


Su DEN death is an evident proof, and ſtrikes 
us through with conviction, that God above all 
things is to be loved, feared, and hoped in, ſince on 
him alone depend the iſſues of life and death. 


SUFFER me to adviſe you in this your day to 
conſider the things that belong to your peace, before 
they be for ever hid from your eyes—lſeek the Lord 
while he may be found, and call upon him while he | 
5 near, that he may preſerve you in all dangers, and 
ſuccour you with his grace and holy ſpirit, and be 
found of you a God of mercy both at the hour of 
death, and at the day of judgement, 


Tuus animated with the proſpect of immortal 
joys, you will ſmile at the King of terrors, and be- 
hold him as a meſſenger of peace; you will ſtand af- 
ſured that tho? your bodies go down to the grave, 
yet your ſouls are the nobler and more exalted part, 
which ſhall ſurvive for ever in ſtill increaſing beauty 
and perfection, unhurt amidſt the ruins of time, or 
vengeance of the elements. | 
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